About Shandong Sister Province/State Scholarship 

Purpose
Setting up the scholarship is to enhance friendly ties, strengthen understanding, and nurture future friendly embassador of the sister province/state.

Applicant

2.1 Applicants should be from 18 to 45 years old;

2.2 either the civil servant of the government, company staffs, students or other friendly persons;

2.3 need to be recommended by the international exchange departments or friendly organizations by the sister province/state.

Sum

3.1 The scholarship is 30,000 RMB Yuan per year, which is used to cover the expenditure of registration, tuition, experiment, internship, textbooks, accommodation and medical assurance. 

3.2 Living fees of 1000 RMB Yuan per month will be allocated to scholarship owners for its own use, and others will be used by the universities to cover relevant expenses. 

Courses and Place

4.1 The scholarship mainly support Chinese language study in relevant universities (see attached university list). 

4.2 Applicants are strongly recommended to conduct study in Jinan city (capital of Shandong) or Qingdao city (coastal city of Shandong)

Procedure 

5.1 Applicants first study the university list, review their website or write to their contact persons to select 3 potential universities;

5.2 Fill in the application form (see attached the application form) 

5.3 Jointly decide the applicants

Routine Management 

6.1 Once enrolled by the university, they will be treated as students in the universities and be administered by the university. 

6.2 Shandong Foreign Affairs Office will give support to the students and will organize networking meeting or other festive activities for them. 

                    Question & Answer 

Ⅰ. Q: The scholarship would be for a full year of study in Shandong?

   A: 1. It can be a full year or half year. If be a whole year, it will get 30,000; if be half a year, it will be reduced by half. 

    2. The housing and tuition fee will be covered by the scholarship, and the student will get about 1000 Yuan at hand, which will pay for food and other expenses.    
Ⅱ. Q: In the event that it is for a full year, will the amount of RMB30000.00 enable a full year’s study? (Apologies, but I’m not aware of the cost of living in Shandong and the coverage/timeframe that the available scholarship will provide.)

   A: Without the expense for housing and tuition, I think 1000Yuan a month is basically all right with a student, if he does not spend too much.

Ⅲ.Q: What level of study is the scholarship targeting – undergraduate or post-graduate studies 

   A: It depends on the university to be enrolled, both is ok; but obviously, if only   would like to study Chinese language and culture, both undergraduate and post-graduate are suitable; but if would like to study other subject, i think the  post-graduate will be much more demanding than undergraduate study. Should First meet the requirement to be enrolled as postgraduate student.  
Ⅳ. Q: Have any discussions been held regarding the recognition of study credits, accreditation or recognition of prior learning?

    A: There is a form to fill in as a kind of recognition of prior learning; and i think study credits recognition probably need to be further discussed, not discussed yet. 

Ⅴ. Q: Would we be correct in thinking that the student courses would be conducted in Mandarin and that the successful scholarship candidate would need to be a fluent Mandarin speaker?

   A: It depends on the universities. There are following situations:

1. If they would only like to be trained in Chinese language, i think it will most probably to be enrolled in the international education college, and not need to be fluent speaker;

2. If they would like to study any other subjects, i think it depends on the universities and the specific subjects they offer. Probably, for most of the universities, should have at least some bases of Mandarin. 

Ⅵ. Q: How is the accommodation and living allowance arranged for the student? What would the payment process for the living allowance be? 

   A: Normally, the scholarship will not go directly to the hand of the student, and it is used to cover the accommodation and tuition fee. These fees will covered by the scholarship and will go directly to the university. And normally, the student will get around 1000 yuan for their daily expenses per month. 

Ⅶ. Q: How can we find out what kind of support services for international students are available at the universities? (for example counselling or advice?

    A: The university will arrange courses for international students of course; and i think they will certainly provide advice for the students concerning their life or certain other things. And besides, you know Fion and i am also in Jinan, and given the fact that a lot of exchange undertaken between the two sides, he/she will not feel lonely and he/she can also ask us for advice and help. 
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