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Recreation Leave and Extra Recreation Leave Procedure 
 

Context and Purpose 

This Procedure guides the application and management of recreation leave. 

This Procedure applies to staff (excluding casuals) employed in accordance The University of South Australia 
Enterprise Agreement 2023 (the Agreement) and the Senior Staff Employment Conditions Policy (the SSECP) 
unless otherwise indicated. 

Responsibility 

The supervisor is responsible for facilitating leave management in accordance with this Procedure. 

All staff members are expected to manage their recreation leave and any extra recreation leave (ERL) in 
accordance with this Procedure. 

People, Talent and Culture are responsible for providing reports to assist with the application and management of 

recreation leave.  

Definitions 

Seven (7) Day Shift Worker 

Seven (7) day shift worker means a staff member who is regularly rostered to work on Sundays and public holidays 
in which shifts are continuously rostered twenty-four (24) hours a day seven (7) days a week. 

Industrial Instrument 

Industrial instrument refers to the University of South Australia Enterprise Agreement 2023 (or any successor or 
replacement agreement) where applicable, and/or an applicable award under the Fair Work Act 2009 (Cth). 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Procedure 

A. Entitlement 

1. Full-time staff members are entitled to twenty (20) working days recreation leave for each completed year 
of service. 

2. A full-time staff member who is a seven (7) day shift worker will receive twenty-five (25) working days 

recreation leave for each completed year of service.  

3. Part-time staff members will accrue recreation leave on a pro rata basis with the calculation of leave based 

on their employment (FTE) fraction. 

4. A minimum period of four (4) weeks free of teaching will be available to be taken as recreation leave for 
academic staff employed pursuant to the Agreement. 

5. Recreation leave will accrue progressively during a year of service according to the staff member’s ordinary 
hours of work and accumulates from year to year. 

B. Recreation Leave Loading 

6. Unless participating in the voluntary Substitution of Recreation Leave Loading for Extra Recreation Leave 
(ERL) (as outlined in Section D), all continuing and fixed-term contract staff members will be entitled, on the 
pay day preceding 1 January, to a recreation leave loading payment equal to 17.5 per cent of salary for the 
period of leave accrued, with a maximum payment equal to the Australian Bureau of Statistics average 
weekly total earnings for all males (Australia) as at May each year preceding the date of accrual for staff 
members covered by the industrial instrument and/or conrtact of employment where applicable.  
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C. Taking Recreation Leave 

7. Taking recreation leave is subject to the approval of the line manager/supervisor and should be taken as 
soon as possible within a period of twelve (12) months from its accrual. 

8. Prior to a staff member taking recreation leave, the staff member is required to submit a leave application 
using the myHR online leave system. The leave must be authorised by the line manager/supervisor. 

9. Recreation leave for fixed-term contract staff members will be taken during the period of the contract, unless 
negotiated and approved otherwise by the line manager/supervisor or the relevant authorisation holder for 
approving leave in accordance with the Vice Chancellor’s Authorisations, where the line manager/supervisor 
is not the authorised approver. 

10. Approval of recreation leave requests may be subject to the business demands of the Academic Unit, 

Research Institute or Professional Unit. 

D. Substitution of Recreation Leave Loading for Extra Recreation Leave (ERL)  

11. Eligible staff can exchange their annual recreation leave loading payment for extra recreation leave days in 

addition to their entitlement of recreation leave.  

Eligibility 

12. All staff covered by the industrial instrument and/or conrtact of employment where applicable who are 
entitled to leave loading are eligible for entry into the scheme provided they have a continuing employment 
contract or fixed term contract of not less than 12 months with the University.  

Conditions 

13. Eligible full-time staff can exchange their annual recreation leave loading payment for four (4) Extra 
Recreation Leave (ERL) days in addition to their entitlement of twenty (20) days recreation leave.  

14. In return for these additional four (4) days leave, staff members will forfeit their entitlement to the payment 
of recreation leave loading, in the year in which the leave is taken. 

15. Part-time staff may participate in this scheme at a pro rata rate. 

16. Participation in the ERL scheme is voluntary.  

Application for ERL  

17. Eligible staff who wish to access ERL must submit an online request – Submit Extra Recreational Leave – by 
no later than 31 January each year. 

18. Electing to participate in ERL is valid for the current year only and lapses on 31 December each year. 

Taking ERL 

19. ERL days are applied for and approved using the myHR online leave system. 

20. ERL will be taken in accordance with normal University leave processes. It is not cumulative and must be 
taken prior to 31 December in the year in which the staff member is participating in the substitution.   

21. As ERL is not cumulative and must be taken before 31 December, it is common practice for staff members to 
take ERL days in advance of entitlement, and it is recommended that ERL days are taken before recreation 
leave. 

22. Any staff member who does not use their accrued ERL entitlement prior to 31 December in the year in which 
the staff member is participating in the scheme, will forfeit the outstanding leave. 

Recovery of ERL entitlements 

23. Any leave without pay in excess of 22 days will affect the ERL accrual. If a staff member has taken ERL in 
advance of their entitlement and their entitlement is then affected by taking leave without pay, the ERL will 
be recovered after negotiation with the staff member and in accordance with the process in the applicable 
industrial instrument and/or conrtact of employment where applicable. 

https://fed.unisa.edu.au/adfs/ls/?SAMLRequest=nZPLbtswEEX3BfoPBPd6%2BZHKhBXDtRHEQNqqttJFNwVDjRICEqlyyDz%2BvpSsBA4SqEVXAq6Gd%2B4cDperx6Ym92BQapXRJIwpASV0KdVtRq%2BLiyClq%2FOPH5bIm7pla2fv1B5%2BO0BL%2FEmFrP%2BRUWcU0xwlMsUbQGYFO6y%2FXLFJGLPWaKuFrilZI4KxvtVGK3QNmAOYeyngen%2BV0TtrW2RR1DyFTknkIZQu5C5Cy6vKq5f7COWt0ios9apySnRG2VGiZOsjScV77cWqgvK1Fy8rjGqMKNltM%2FpLiJsk4WcQcEhmwaz8dBakaQLBFKaLuUjn85J7IDtEBzvlcyib0Uk8mQZJHCRpEU%2FZfMYmi3ARz35Skg9zfpbqyG8Mys2xCNllUeRB%2Fu1QUPLj%2BR58AfXUCSE9eNYnMCfEx735M2Z6%2Fneoy%2BikxUnTln31xrttrmspnsi6rvXDxgC3kFFrHFByoU3D7XiUTpFlUPWlzBquUIKylBzyzv6747WsJJh%2FuX4avYo37CGU%2FVb6jbLwaMlGNy03EjuMjVSycc2A8oXmaf2m9rD2UP0P29EywURn7eXcfx60Kbv1AOHzFh2FVhs7oH8vzzBpNDJq9yyjt%2B%2FSy38A&SigAlg=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3.org%2F2001%2F04%2Fxmldsig-more%23rsa-sha256&Signature=JWNYdYUeBACtd6CBwJ04BAIp5UNH6K%2BzUe85kNSuD6uXCn7wOoz9LciOSMbYSJFja2FF7Sw7g0226vYvbCig4bhsgrqfiWUYtfzUrmAtjB3tSY%2FyjNAjgact6NmCRKnyUnW1HBVVRNvD2MCOC%2F%2FThDp%2B6T3Mj66ou74Vg3GN7nZ%2Fj84fx0Kd7mQqHSNnHXbQsqclCnkrXp73c8LEUoJnXAWwj1HpXyPqUezx2JmFJbDhdgu1VPiE48iwE49fPOyhusLq%2FjiSriYG5kxSx9S2xaJ5pXepq5NIM87w3BPHnp4doKMZ3D29iHx7YKFzihOEgGB6U5HoW%2BCAmB%2BEGHdzIQ%3D%3D
https://bpi.unisa.edu.au/suite/tempo/actions/item/koBENnJnQZs7XavkrLzR2rX6rHX9c8ASpK2xaD_LAtloMJw0FndPjc-lXMFmk_O5mgtqJA2rwG6z4NDa5o9OuBVMJNx7aViRB6lkQ
https://fed.unisa.edu.au/adfs/ls/?SAMLRequest=nZPLbtswEEX3BfoPBPd6WYakElYM10YQA2mr2koX3RS0NEoISKTKIfP4%2B1KyEzhooQRdCRhd3rlzOFwsH7uW3INGoWROIz%2BkBGSlaiFvc3pTXnoZXV58%2FLBA3rU9W1lzJ3fw2wIa4k5KZOOPnFotmeIokEneATJTsf3qyzWb%2BSHrtTKqUi0lK0TQxrVaK4m2A70HfS8quNld5%2FTOmB5ZEHRPvpUCuQ%2B19bkN0PCmcdWrXYDiVirp12rZWFkNRvmxRMnGRRKSj7UXqwbq1168bjBoMaBku8npr3kTH2ZRknpxlKbePEtC71CnmRfHn%2BJ5nVRJmHEnRbSwlS6HNDmdhbPYi0IvysowZvOUxak%2Fy5KflBSnOT8LeeQ3BeVwFCG7KsvCK77tS0p%2BPN%2BDE1BHnRAygmdjAn1GfNqbP2OmF29DXQRnLc6a9uyrM95uCtWK6oms2lY9rDVwAzk12gIll0p33ExHGSqi9ppRyozmEgVIQ8m%2BGOy%2FW96KRoB%2Bz%2FXT4FW80x5CPW6l2ygDj4asVddzLXDA2AkpOtudUL7QPNevWwdrB83%2FsJ2UVawarF25cJ8HpethPaByecuBQq%2B0OaH%2FV57TpMHEqMOzDP5%2Bl678Bw%3D%3D&SigAlg=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3.org%2F2001%2F04%2Fxmldsig-more%23rsa-sha256&Signature=T4Fb8WFjWGJvPm49qU3PbK1yxxCuaGPx3uoWqMdYd%2By9s40ZUDN1GG51d5yF3aWL4ZfzBhfaX26areiw2OkDvWyYfdT78fkU6OdvUDQLbRRJnNluIAt0hjgKuSfZGqhCoUJ2d68Naz5h7T989Vhb3cIeORHjgSdmpACnVm0MnGFHmVJfYbRvttT0rlNCnqrgowZwrVmiTK5byDzW9g94I%2BXH8uCpIh9CC8ZBB5TjDjcTO5zNJ8tWb0t4vXbXhfUGNdP5laR49vkonbDtEBbsGyopFtaz63cKsn%2BdC5HG3TYmFv0%2B7ytsFCVxZ9jTwe0lalEwtf2m3S0k51YwK3mZOw%3D%3D
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24. When a staff member resigns from their employment or their employment is terminated during the year in 
which the staff member is participating in the scheme, the remaining ERL days not taken will be converted 
back to a recreation leave loading payment and paid to the staff member. 

25. If ERL has been taken in advance of entitlement and the staff member ceases to be employed by the 
University, the monetary equivalent of the excess leave will be deducted from any monies owing to the staff 
member on termination in accordance with the applicable industrial instrument and/or conrtact of 
employment where applicable.. 

E. Recreation Leave Management 

26. The University will implement leave management plans in accordance with the provisions of the industrial 
instrument and/or conrtact of employment where applicable to encourage staff to take their recreation leave 
as soon as possible in the 12 months following its accrual. 

27. Subject to a staff member having prior approval in accordance with the Vice Chancellor’s Authorisations and 
following the process set out in section F of this Procedure, staff members employed pursuant to the 
industrial instrument and/or conrtact of employment where applicable should not maintain a recreation 
leave balance beyond a maximum of thirty (30) working days for staff covered under the Agreement and 
forty (40) working days for staff covered under the SSECP (pro rata for part-time staff) (an Excess Recreation 
Leave Balance). 

F. Excess Recreation Leave Management 

28. Line managers/supervisors are required to monitor staff member leave balances and ensure staff members 
submit appropriate leave plans to prevent and/or reduce excess recreation leave balances.  

29. Excess Recreation Leave is captured in the monthly Employee Position Audit Report (EPAR), which is provided 
to Executive Deans, Research Institute Directors, Executive Directors/Directors, and Pro Vice Chancellors. 
The EPAR identifies staff members with an excess recreation leave balance and insufficient future leave 
bookings to eliminate the excess recreation leave balance.  

30. For staff members with an excess recreation leave balance, the Executive Dean, Research Institute Director, 
Executive Director/Director, or Pro Vice Chancellor will advise the staff member in writing they have 14 

calendar days to mutually agree with their line manager/supervisor to either: 

30.1. Reduce the recreation leave balance to 20 working days or less (pro-rata for part-time staff) for staff 

members covered by the Agreement. A leave application should then be submitted through myHR; or 

30.2. Request approval from the relevant Vice Chancellor Authorisation holder to carry the excess 
recreation leave forward. Any such request must include the agreed plan to reduce the excess 
recreation leave balance.  

31. If a staff member has not taken action as required in clause 31, or the leave dates cannot be mutually agreed, 
the Executive Dean, Research Institute Director, Executive Director/Director or Pro Vice Chancellor will, with 
not less than four (4) weeks’ notice, direct the staff member to take recreation leave at a time(s) determined 
by the University, to reduce the outstanding balance to 20 working days (pro-rata for part-time staff). A copy 
of this written notification must be provided to People Central for placement on the staff member’s 
personnel file. 

32. If staff members have taken leave but have not submitted leave applications, they are required to complete 
the appropriate leave applications covering the periods of leave taken. If any planned leave is subsequently 
cancelled, alternative leave dates must be submitted through myHR to ensure that all excess recreation leave 

is acquitted within 12 months from the date of notification. 

33. Staff members identified in the EPAR who have established leave plans with their line manager/supervisor 
but have not submitted leave applications must complete leave applications covering the proposed periods 
of planned leave through myHR. 

G. Illness during Recreation Leave 

34. Staff members who become ill while on recreation leave, and who provide a medical certificate from a 
registered health practitioner covering the period of illness, can have the period of their illness converted to 
paid personal leave, provided they have a sufficient personal leave entitlement to cover the period. 

https://fed.unisa.edu.au/adfs/ls/?SAMLRequest=nZPLbtswEEX3BfoPBPd6%2BZHKhBXDtRHEQNqqttJFNwVDjRICEqlyyDz%2BvpSsBA4SqEVXAq6Gd%2B4cDperx6Ym92BQapXRJIwpASV0KdVtRq%2BLiyClq%2FOPH5bIm7pla2fv1B5%2BO0BL%2FEmFrP%2BRUWcU0xwlMsUbQGYFO6y%2FXLFJGLPWaKuFrilZI4KxvtVGK3QNmAOYeyngen%2BV0TtrW2RR1DyFTknkIZQu5C5Cy6vKq5f7COWt0ios9apySnRG2VGiZOsjScV77cWqgvK1Fy8rjGqMKNltM%2FpLiJsk4WcQcEhmwaz8dBakaQLBFKaLuUjn85J7IDtEBzvlcyib0Uk8mQZJHCRpEU%2FZfMYmi3ARz35Skg9zfpbqyG8Mys2xCNllUeRB%2Fu1QUPLj%2BR58AfXUCSE9eNYnMCfEx735M2Z6%2Fneoy%2BikxUnTln31xrttrmspnsi6rvXDxgC3kFFrHFByoU3D7XiUTpFlUPWlzBquUIKylBzyzv6747WsJJh%2FuX4avYo37CGU%2FVb6jbLwaMlGNy03EjuMjVSycc2A8oXmaf2m9rD2UP0P29EywURn7eXcfx60Kbv1AOHzFh2FVhs7oH8vzzBpNDJq9yyjt%2B%2FSy38A&SigAlg=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3.org%2F2001%2F04%2Fxmldsig-more%23rsa-sha256&Signature=JWNYdYUeBACtd6CBwJ04BAIp5UNH6K%2BzUe85kNSuD6uXCn7wOoz9LciOSMbYSJFja2FF7Sw7g0226vYvbCig4bhsgrqfiWUYtfzUrmAtjB3tSY%2FyjNAjgact6NmCRKnyUnW1HBVVRNvD2MCOC%2F%2FThDp%2B6T3Mj66ou74Vg3GN7nZ%2Fj84fx0Kd7mQqHSNnHXbQsqclCnkrXp73c8LEUoJnXAWwj1HpXyPqUezx2JmFJbDhdgu1VPiE48iwE49fPOyhusLq%2FjiSriYG5kxSx9S2xaJ5pXepq5NIM87w3BPHnp4doKMZ3D29iHx7YKFzihOEgGB6U5HoW%2BCAmB%2BEGHdzIQ%3D%3D
https://fed.unisa.edu.au/adfs/ls/?SAMLRequest=nZPLbtswEEX3BfoPBPd62m4Vworh2ghiIG1VW%2Bmim4IVRwkBiVQ5ZB5%2FX0pWAgcJ1KIrAaPLO3cOh8vVQ9uQOzAotcppEsaUgKq0kOomp9flRZDR1fn7d0vkbdOxtbO3ag%2B%2FHaAl%2FqRCNvzIqTOKaY4SmeItILMVO6w%2FX7E0jFlntNWVbihZI4KxvtVGK3QtmAOYO1nB9f4qp7fWdsiiqH0MnZLIQxAu5C5Cy%2BvaVy%2F3EcobpVUo9Kp2quqN8mOJkq2PJBUfas9WNYiXXlzUGDUYUbLb5vTnTMSZEHMRZEl9FswhqQP%2BIc6CWSoWcXIWZzwWXoroYKd8DmVzmsbpLEjiIMnKeM6SlC0W4cdF8oOSYpzzk1RHflNQfh1FyC7LsgiKr4eSku9P9%2BAF1FMnhAzg2ZDAnBCf9uZPmOn536Euo5MWJ0079sUb77aFbmT1SNZNo%2B83BriFnFrjgJILbVpup6P0FSmCepAya7hCCcpScih6%2B2%2BON7KWYP7l%2Bmn0It64hyCGrfQbZeHBko1uO24k9hhbqWTr2hHlM81T%2FabxsPZQ%2Fw%2FbSVnFqt7alwv%2FuddG9OsBlc9b9hQ6beyI%2Fq0846TRxKj9s4xev0tf%2FgM%3D&SigAlg=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3.org%2F2001%2F04%2Fxmldsig-more%23rsa-sha256&Signature=if%2B9fe1vwpqtkBUvalhO6grZJ5%2BAoSpmVoc9%2Fi5mAO5bgSwdTPcDhf0d3%2BOzCSJw96rwoO3sAOwdjdanVC3Js6Lnj9Q7Y7t6DVqQ5RmGR%2FaVTGAqvsmSZuVHC9S8qe5FVIe0NKgZdMhf6tXsh4YDwEJXQIzFIMOemkKji3d23wB3Ip7UV7rpHMGM9z1S%2FOTjqtprgWqwCCLOmfpWmwg0lrNEWHgdHQKXGs2d1KJ4fzrjid6k%2FyI8O1%2FPmVmuJCPhEL1bV3HlHVJitPqannue6bfHBYJlL1pEc5EoSAGDDpqCkQxIhJnrYA%2FxTQSGLbdNYNTKS2OFfWKmXbhDxCOfcA%3D%3D
https://fed.unisa.edu.au/adfs/ls/?SAMLRequest=nZPLbtswEEX3BfoPBPd62m4Vworh2ghiIG1VW%2Bmim4IVRwkBiVQ5ZB5%2FX0pWAgcJ1KIrAaPLO3cOh8vVQ9uQOzAotcppEsaUgKq0kOomp9flRZDR1fn7d0vkbdOxtbO3ag%2B%2FHaAl%2FqRCNvzIqTOKaY4SmeItILMVO6w%2FX7E0jFlntNWVbihZI4KxvtVGK3QtmAOYO1nB9f4qp7fWdsiiqH0MnZLIQxAu5C5Cy%2BvaVy%2F3EcobpVUo9Kp2quqN8mOJkq2PJBUfas9WNYiXXlzUGDUYUbLb5vTnTMSZEHMRZEl9FswhqQP%2BIc6CWSoWcXIWZzwWXoroYKd8DmVzmsbpLEjiIMnKeM6SlC0W4cdF8oOSYpzzk1RHflNQfh1FyC7LsgiKr4eSku9P9%2BAF1FMnhAzg2ZDAnBCf9uZPmOn536Euo5MWJ0079sUb77aFbmT1SNZNo%2B83BriFnFrjgJILbVpup6P0FSmCepAya7hCCcpScih6%2B2%2BON7KWYP7l%2Bmn0It64hyCGrfQbZeHBko1uO24k9hhbqWTr2hHlM81T%2FabxsPZQ%2Fw%2FbSVnFqt7alwv%2FuddG9OsBlc9b9hQ6beyI%2Fq0846TRxKj9s4xev0tf%2FgM%3D&SigAlg=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3.org%2F2001%2F04%2Fxmldsig-more%23rsa-sha256&Signature=if%2B9fe1vwpqtkBUvalhO6grZJ5%2BAoSpmVoc9%2Fi5mAO5bgSwdTPcDhf0d3%2BOzCSJw96rwoO3sAOwdjdanVC3Js6Lnj9Q7Y7t6DVqQ5RmGR%2FaVTGAqvsmSZuVHC9S8qe5FVIe0NKgZdMhf6tXsh4YDwEJXQIzFIMOemkKji3d23wB3Ip7UV7rpHMGM9z1S%2FOTjqtprgWqwCCLOmfpWmwg0lrNEWHgdHQKXGs2d1KJ4fzrjid6k%2FyI8O1%2FPmVmuJCPhEL1bV3HlHVJitPqannue6bfHBYJlL1pEc5EoSAGDDpqCkQxIhJnrYA%2FxTQSGLbdNYNTKS2OFfWKmXbhDxCOfcA%3D%3D
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35. A completed HRIS 008 leave form must be submitted and approved by the line manager/supervisor to ensure 
that the leave balances are updated to reflect the changed circumstances and the nature of the period of 
absence. 

H. Termination of Employment 

36. Staff members whose employment terminates will be entitled to payment for any outstanding recreation 

leave entitlement as at the effective date of termination of their employment.  

37. If recreation leave has been taken in advance of entitlement and the staff member ceases to be employed 
by the University, then the monetary equivalent of the leave taken will be deducted in accordance with the 
applicable industrial instrument and/or conrtact of employment where applicable upon termination.  

38. See clauses 24 – 26 of this Procedure for the treatment of ERL on termination. 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
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